
THE VILLAGE OF ST. BERNARD 

COUNCIL MEETING  

May 28th, 2026 

 

The St. Bernard Village Committee of the Whole was held on May 28th, 2026, in Council 

Chambers.  

The meeting was opened with a prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Roll call showed all six members were present: Mr. Moreton, Mr. Stuchell, Mr. Edwards, Ms. 

Hausfeld, Mr. Culbertson, and Ms. Rytov. Absent: Mr. Schildmeyer 

A motion by Mr. Culbertson, seconded by Mr. Moreton, to dispense with the reading of the 

minutes of the last council meeting. Motion passes 6-0. Minutes will stand as submitted. 

REPORTS OF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICIALS 

Mayor, Mr. Stuchell- Thank you, Mr. President, I want to thank everyone who attended and 

participated in the annual Memorial Day Ceremony. Those who participated, of course, we had 

the fire, police and service departments, Troop 354, St. Bernard Ludlow Grove Historical 

Society, the St. Bernard Eagles, the St. Bernard Senior Citizens Club and St. Mary's Cemetery, A 

thank you to Saint Mary Cemetery for sponsoring the donuts, coffee and juice. We had St. 

Bernard's own Delta King’s singing and thank you to bag piper Roger Loth. Also, part of tonight 

was supposed to be a presentation regarding the Heritage Hill District. I wanted to let everyone 

know that our first event promoting the Heritage Health District and some potential revitalization 

and the potential for a new venue. Our first event at Bernie's, which is the old Police Department, 

which case you didn't know that's now Bernie's on Sunday, June 28th we our first event from 

12:00 to 7:00 PM. We'll have entertainment, food truck and of course beverages will be 

available, but you can mark your calendars that the last Sunday of each month through October 

there will be an event there showcasing that future use of that facility. Also, just want to let 

everyone know that the CIC of course did cancel this month's meeting because of a lack of 

agenda items. The next meeting will be June 23rd in Council Chambers, and we hope to have an 

update from our developer who is currently doing their due diligence to vet the plan for the 

shopping center project. So again, that is on the agenda. We also have parade registration that is 

still available, so I encourage everyone to actually sign up for that. Again, the parade will be 

Saturday, August 1st. You actually have an opportunity to register through Monday, July 6th. 

Also, you have an opportunity to nominate the Grand Marshall. Again, we encourage everyone 

to do that. That is through midnight on June 30th. All of those links are available on the village 

website, so I would encourage you to please do so. The parade is going to be a much grander 



event this year, which will again be coming down Vine Street and entering Vine Street Park, 

where the actual luau will be held. That concludes my report. 

Auditor, Ms. Brickweg- Thank you, Mr. President, I have two things on the agenda tonight, the 

first being Ordinance 27 2026. This is transferring $1.5 million from the general fund with 

$800,000 going into master plan cash account, $300,000 into general bond retirement cash 

account and $400,000 into the employee health plan cash account. It also asked for additional 

appropriations of $100,000 to tax refunds, $5,000 for Ross Park, which is for a check we 

received from Roger Bacon to help cover the cost of handrails in the ballpark, $800,000 for 

streets and sewer projects, which most of it we will get reimbursed from the Water Works and 

$13,365 for the second payment for Langley Ave. street project. I would also like to ask for a 

public hearing before the June 11th Committee of the Whole for the summer tax budget hearing. 

It's the one we do every year that I will read off the numbers, and I'll give it to the auditor and 

then you will then approve the rates in September. So, there's nothing to vote on. So, I just need a 

public hearing at the beginning of the meeting. That concludes my report. 

Law Director, Ms. Van Valkenburg- Absent 

Treasurer, Mr. Kathman-Absent 

Safety and Service Director, Mr. Wendling- Thank you Mr. President. I'm just a few items to 

highlight this evening. The Tower Ave. Lower Washington Ave. project will commence in mid-

June with saw cutting starting in just a couple weeks. Tower Ave. from Mitchell to McClelland 

and Washington Ave. will be resurfaced from Tower to Vine and will also include subgrade 

repairs, curb replacement and repair damaged sections of the sidewalk. Project will occur in two 

phases, with the first phase focusing on the roadways in the vicinity of the Saint Bernard 

Elmwood Place schools. Curves will be replaced, and the surface will be milled, followed by a 

leveling course. This phase is expected to be substantially complete by August 13th. The second 

phase will address the remaining sections. Once the second phase is substantially complete, the 

final course of asphalt will be applied over the entire project area. The contract with the project is 

the Fred A Nieman Company. Total cost of the project, including water main work, is 

$2,026,706. 53 cents. Greater Cincinnati Water Works is participating as a funding partner in the 

amount of $719,462.83. The village was awarded a 50% grant from the SORTA and Metro 

Transit Infrastructure Fund, which brings the Village’s net cost to $653,621.85. Total project 

completion is expected in October. You are probably aware that the opt out letters did go out for 

the energy aggregation program. Most residents will automatically be enrolled in the program 

unless they choose to opt out. The letter does provide residents with information on how to opt 

out via the Dynergy website, by calling Dynergy , or by returning the enclosed form. There is no 

requirement to participate in the program, and residents can opt out for any reason. The opt out 

deadline is June 12th 2026. Just a reminder that the energy aggregation program was approved by 

Saint Bernard voters at the November 2025 general election. Dan Deters is here from Energy 



Alliances tonight to take any questions regarding electric aggregation and also to just give up a 

brief update on the upcoming gas. That concludes my report. 

Dan Deters, Energy Alliances- Good evening, Duke has moved from a very nontransparent way 

that they procured gas to a standard service offer as of May. So, what that means is they used to 

kind of go out and buy a bunch of gas and then they would use it all and then charge you as they 

went along. Now on the 7th or about of each month they buy whatever the market close price is 

for that month and that determines your rate. Now if it's $0.50, they have what they call a 

supplier adder on top of that. So that supplier adder came back from May of 2026 till April of 

2027 at $0.42. So, if gas is $0.50 that they settle at, they add that $0.42 and you are at $0.92 per 

CCF on your bill. Our communities right now are all signing around .54 to .57 cent range. We 

are submitting to the PUCO and the next couple of weeks, but the June rate for Duke is $1.03. 

We do not believe the winter rates are going to get better. Usually, the price of gas goes up at 

that time. So, we are looking at a 30% to 40% discount over the Duke rate for our communities. 

So, it will just be a one-year program because we want to see what the adder is next year. If it 

comes back in a similar fashion, we will come back to you and try to put the gas thing together. 

As of now, it will be an August start so we can get it up and running before winter. We signed 

at .64 cents last year, so we assume it will be a 20% to 30% discount off the rate. So, I would 

encourage you to give the city manager authority to sign that deal. I am happy to answer any 

questions.  

Tax Administrator, Ms. Helmes- APRIL 2026 end of month receipts 

Tax collections for APRIL 2026: $1,117,141.00. 

April 2026 is down -4.06% or $47,329 from April 2025. 

Refunds for April: -$132,675.00 

Delinquent tax collected with Capital Recovery: $800.00. 

Delinquent tax collected with the Ohio Attorney General’s Office: $70,687.00. 

E-file receipts: $56,330.00 

Tax returns are currently being audited. We should be done by the end of July.  Letters are going 

out for unpaid balances, missing documents and missing federal tax form 1040 (pages 1-3). 

Refunds will be issued within 90 days of the date of your filing. If you have any questions, 

please call me or Sharon at 513-242-7710. That concludes my report. 

Mayor, Mr. Stuchell- That you Mr. President. Tonight we have Daniella Beltran from Yard and 

Company. If you are not familiar with the Heritage Hill District plan, we were fortunate enough 

to get a small planning grant from Hamilton County and we have Yard and Company guide us 

through this process. So, Daniella is going to walk us through the plan.  



Daniella Beltran, Yard and Company- Hi, good evening, everyone. My name is Daniella Beltran. 

I am the Planning Team Lead for Yard and Company leading this team and efforts alongside 

many others. I am happy to give an overview and presentation of what we have worked on, so 

I’ll go through the plan and be happy to take questions if you have them. (see presentation 

slides).  

 

 



 

 



 

 

 















 

Mayor, Mr. Stuchell- I want to thank Daniella and Kevin from Yard and Company who helped 

guide us through this process. All of our task force and stakeholders who were involved and the 

people who had a vested interest really contributed, thank you. I am very excited about their 

continuation with the project. There is a lot of energy there and I really feel good about this. Next 

steps would be going through planning commission, back to council, then working towards an 

RFP, in securing a developer that will be able to help us finalize it and help create this vision. So 

again, I really appreciate everyone's involvement. 

Motion made by Mr. Culbertson, seconded by Mr. Moreton, to place Resolution 9 2026 on the 

table for the next council meeting. Motion passes 6-0. 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 

Finance, Mr. Moreton- Thank you, Mr. President. The Finance Committee met last week to 

discuss the LISC Revive and Thrive Home Repair Program, Finance Committee meeting 

schedules and procedures, and the timeline for energy aggregation. We will be moving our 

meeting schedule to an as-needed basis, with an anticipation of more frequent meetings as we get 

more into budget season. I would like to take the time to reiterate some important information 

regarding electric aggregation. Opt-out letters were mailed out beginning May 22nd, so please 

keep an eye out for the important information enclosed including rate information, the timeline, 

and the three methods in which folks can opt out, which are: 



Online, by entering your Opt Out Code at dynegy.com/optout 

By phone, at 1-833-241-4599 

Or by mail, using the enclosed Opt Out Reply Form 

The deadline you see on the letter is the last day to opt-out before the beginning of the program. 

You may still opt-out of this program at any time throughout the contract duration with no fee or 

penalty. For any questions about Energy Aggregation, I encourage you to first go to 

energyalliances.com/stbernard for the FAQ section included there. For more specific questions, 

please feel free to contact me at cmoreton@stbernard-oh.gov or our contact at Energy Alliances 

at ddeters@energyalliances.com. Lastly, I would also like to thank all of those involved with 

putting on our annual Memorial Day Ceremony. The weather took a turn for the better, which 

coupled with great preparation, made a beautiful event. Thank you, Mr. President, that completes 

my report. 

Service, Mr. Stuchell- The Waste Collection Fee for April 2026 shows that $25,523.80 was 

remitted to the Village. As part of the Waste Collection Report for the month of April 2026, the 

Service Department completed the following: 

· Spotted 33 dump trucks at residences. 

· Spotted 32 dumpsters at residences. 

· 284 special pick-ups for residents. 

· Hauled 149.93 tons of garbage to the landfill. 

· Hauled 21.86 tons of recyclable material to Rumpke Recycling. 

· Recycled 6,320 lbs. of scrap metal. 

As a reminder on Saturday, June 6th, from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm, the Village will host a combined 

Community Shred Day, Electronic Recycling Event, and Hazardous Waste Collection at the 

Service Department, located at 5230 Vine Street. This free community event for residents 

provides residents with an opportunity to safely declutter their homes and properly dispose of 

items that cannot or should not be placed in regular trash collection. Residents attending the 

event should enter through the northernmost entrance, adjacent to P&G, and proceed through the 

Service Department route, passing each recycling vendor. We encourage all residents to take 

advantage of this opportunity to safely and responsibly dispose of materials in an 

environmentally responsible manner. That concludes my report.  

Public Improvements, Mr. Edwards- Thank you, Mr. President, there was no need for a public 

improvement committee meeting, but I would like to highlight a few things. First, I would like to 

praise those in the Saint Bernard Ludlow Grove Historical Society whose efforts were the reason 

10 veterans now have headstones in their graves and no longer are forgotten. On May 16th, the 

mailto:ddeters@energyalliances.com


beautiful ceremony was held in St. John's Cemetery to honor Private William Bode. He was a 

soldier in the Civil War and died on May 1st, 1926. It struck me that he waited for his headstone 

for 100 years and 15 days. What a magnificent effort by those involved. Thank you. I would also 

like to thank those who planned, and we're involved in our Memorial Day Ceremony. It was a 

beautiful ceremony worthy of honoring those who gave their lives for their country. A nice 

crowd of over 100 people attended. Thank you. Lastly, I would like to thank those in our service 

department who removed an old, raised cement flower bed right behind the memorial. It was 

well past its prime and needed to go. It had to be a great deal of work, but the result was 

excellent. Great job. Thank you. Thank you, Mr. President, this concludes my report. 

Safety, Ms. Hausfeld- No report. 

Laws, Contracts and Claims, Mr. Schildmeyer- Absent 

Marketing, Mr. Culbertson- Thanks Mr. President. The first Family Night at the Aquatic Center 

will take place on Saturday, June 6th, 6:00 PM to 10:00 PM. The next concert in the Pavilion 

will be on Saturday, June 20th. The band Soul Shadow, a Led Zeppelin Tribute Band, will be 

performing from 7:00 PM to 10:00 PM. Gates open at 6:00 PM. Don’t forget to bring your chair 

and your favorite beverage and let the rec department grill the food. The next Garden Club 

meeting will be on Tuesday, June 9th starting at 6:00 PM and will be held in the lower level of 

City Hall. The next We Thrive meeting will also take place on June 9th. The meeting starts at 

7:00 PM in the Municipal Building. That concludes my report. 

Business and Industry, Ms. Rytov- Thank you Mr. President. With regards to Synthica, they have 

confirmed that they've cleaned the digester tank and at this point are currently reviewing 

operating plans to ensure that they are up to date. That concludes my report. Thank you. 

Committee of the Whole, Ms. Stegman- Thank you Mr. President. Minutes were submitted on 

May 27th and I have no communications this evening. 

RESOLUTION NO. 7 2026 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE OF ST. BERNARD OHIO TO ENTER 

INTO A NATURAL GAS AGGREGATION AGREEMENT WITH A NATURAL GAS 

SUPPLIER RECOMMENDED BY ENERGY ALLIANCES, INC. THE COMMUNITY’S 

ENERGY AGGREGATION CONSULTANT, FOR THE PROVISION OF COMPETITIVE 

RETAIL NATURAL GAS AGGREGATION SERVICES AND NATURAL GAS SUPPLY 

FOR ELIGIBLE CUSTOMERS WITHIN THE VILLAGE LIMITS AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY 

Motion made by Mr. Culbertosn, seconded by Mr. Moreton, to suspend with the 2nd and 3rd 

reading of Resolution 7 2026. Motion passes 6-0. 

Motion made by Mr. Culbertson, seconded by Mr. Moreton, to adopt Resolution 7 2026. Motion 

passes 6-0. 



RESOLUTION NO. 8 2026 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SAFETY AND SERVICE 

TO PREPARE AND SUBMIT AND APPLICATION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE METRO 

TRANSIT INFASTRUCTURE FUND PROGRAM(S) AND TO EXECUTE CONTRACTS AS 

REQUIRED AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

Motion made by Mr. Culbertosn, seconded by Mr. Moreton, to suspend with the 2nd and 3rd 

reading of Resolution 8 2026. Motion passes 6-0. 

Motion made by Mr. Culbertson, seconded by Ms. Hausfeld, to adopt Resolution 8 2026. Motion 

passes 6-0. 

RESOLUTION NO. 9 2026  

A RESOLUTION REFERRING THE HERITAGE HILL DISTRICT PLAN TO THE ST. 

BERNARD PLANNING COMMISSION PURSUANT TO SECTION 191.07(A) OF THE 

CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE VILLAGE OF ST. BERNARD AND 

ACKNOWLEDGING THE VALUABLE CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE HERITAGE HILL 

DISTRICT PROJECT TASK FORCE AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

Motion made by Mr. Culbertosn, seconded by Ms. Hausfeld, to suspend with the 2nd and 3rd 

reading of Resolution 9 2026. Motion passes 6-0. 

Motion made by Mr. Culbertson, seconded by Ms. Hausfeld, to adopt Resolution 9 2026. Motion 

passes 6-0. 

ORDINANCE NO. 16 2026 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALLING CHAPTER 1127, HEARING OFFICER, OF THE 

CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE VILLAGE OF ST. BERNARD, OHIO, AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

Motion made by Mr. Culbertosn, seconded by Mr. Moreton, to suspend with the 3rd reading of 

Ordinance 16 2026. Motion passes 6-0. 

Motion made by Mr. Culbertson, seconded by Mr. Moreton, to adopt Ordinance 16 2026. Motion 

passes 6-0. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 17 2026 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 1159, HERITAGE HILL DISTRICT, OF THE 

CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE VILLAGE OF ST. BERNARD, OHIO, AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 



Motion made by Mr. Culbertosn, seconded by Ms. Hausfeld, to suspend with the 3rd reading of 

Ordinance 17 2026. Motion passes 6-0. 

Motion made by Mr. Culbertson, seconded by Mr. Moreton, to adopt Ordinance 17 2026. Motion 

passes 6-0. 

ORDINANCE NO. 18 2026 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 1335, PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE, OF 

THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE VILLAGE OF ST. BERNARD, OHIO, AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

Motion made by Mr. Culbertosn, seconded by Ms. Hausfeld, to suspend with the 3rd reading of 

Ordinance 18 2026. Motion passes 6-0. 

Motion made by Mr. Culbertson, seconded by Ms. Hausfeld, to adopt Ordinance 18 2026. 

Motion passes 6-0. 

ORDINANCE NO. 19 2026 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE REZONING OF CERTIAN PROPERTY AND 

AMENDING THE BUILDING ZONE MAP OF THE VILLAGE OF ST. BERNARD, OHIO, 

AND DECLARING AND EMERGENCY 

Motion made by Mr. Culbertosn, seconded by Ms. Hausfeld, to suspend with the 3rd reading of 

Ordinance 19 2026. Motion passes 6-0. 

Motion made by Mr. Culbertson, seconded by Ms. Hausfeld, to adopt Ordinance 19 2026. 

Motion passes 6-0. 

ORDINANCE NO. 21 2026 

AN ORDINANCE SUBMITTING TO THE ELECTORS OF ST. BERNARD CERTIAN 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CHAPTER RELATED TO VILLAGE ADMINISTRATION 

Auditor, Ms. Brickweg- Mr. President, can we intervein here? There is an issue with this 

ordinance. If we could discuss section 3 and how would you like to amend it?  

Safety and Service Director, Mr. Wendling- We would need to amend it so that we would not 

need to do a mailing to every household. 

Auditor, Mr. Brickweg-So, section 3 says the mayor is the designee and hereby directed to mail a 

copy of proposed Chater revisions to each elector. Do we want to propose putting it in the 

newspaper?  

Safety and Service Director, Mr. Wendling- And the village website.  



Auditor, Ms. Brickweg- Does this have to pass tonight? Are we on a deadline for the Board of 

Elections.  

Safety and Service Director, Mr. Wendling- We do not want to mess up and there is a benefit to 

each resident getting this in the mail.  

Mayor, Mr. Stuchell- Mr. President, let’s just leave it the way it is. We will mail it. We will have 

someone do the folding and stuffing and be done. It is just a matter of doing it internally like it 

was previously, which is just too much. We will get someone to do it for us. Just keep it.  

Motion made by Mr. Culbertosn, seconded by Mr. Stuchell, to suspend with the 3rd reading of 

Ordinance 21 2026. Motion passes 6-0. 

Motion made by Mr. Culbertson, seconded by Mr. Edwards, to adopt Ordinance 21 2026. 

Motion passes 6-0. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 24 2026 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A JOINT AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, HAMILTON COUNTY, OHIO 

AND THE VILLAGE OF ST. BERNARD, OHIO TO ADMINISTER SMALL EVENT 

GRANT AWARDED FOR COMMUNITY EVENTS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

Motion made by Mr. Culbertosn, seconded by Ms. Hausfeld, to suspend with the 2nd and 3rd 

reading of Ordinance 24 2026. Motion passes 6-0. 

Motion made by Mr. Culbertson, seconded by Ms. Hausfeld, to adopt Ordinance 24 2026. 

Motion passes 6-0. 

ORDINANCE 25 2026 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE EDITING AND INCLUSION OF CERTAIN 

ORDINANCES AS PARTS OF THE VARIOUS COMPONENT CODES OF THE CODIFIED 

ORDINANCES OF ST. BERNARD, OHIO, REVISING THE TRAFFIC, GENERAL 

OFFENSES AND FIRE PREVENTION CODES TO COMPLY WITH STATE LAW AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

Motion made by Mr. Culbertosn, seconded by Ms. Hausfeld, to suspend with the 2nd and 3rd 

reading of Ordinance 25 2026. Motion passes 6-0. 

Motion made by Mr. Culbertson, seconded by Ms. Hausfeld, to adopt Ordinance 25 2026. 

Motion passes 6-0. 

ORDINANCE NO. 27 2026 



AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER FUNDS AND 

APPROPRIATE ADDITIONAL FUNDS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

Motion made by Mr. Culbertosn, seconded by Ms. Hausfeld, to suspend with the 2nd and 3rd 

reading of Ordinance 27 2026. Motion passes 6-0. 

Motion made by Mr. Culbertson, seconded by Ms. Hausfeld, to adopt Ordinance 27 2026. 

Motion passes 6-0. 

No audience participation. 

Motion made by Mr. Culbertson, seconded by Ms. Hausfeld, to excuse the absent member. 

Motion passes 6-0. 

The next Committee of the Whole will be held on Thursday, June 11th at 7:00pm in Council 

Chambers. 

Motion made by Mr. Culbertson, seconded by Mr. Moreton, to adjourn the meeting. Motion 

passes 6-0. 

Meeting is adjourned.  

 

 


